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could not be satisfied without more diversity of employ-
ment, and the pleasure of animated relaxation. He
therefore not only exerted his talents in occasional
composition very different from Lexicography, but form-
ed a club in Ivy-lane, Paternoster-row, with a view to
enjoy literary discussion, and amuse his evening hours.
The members associated with him in this little society
were his beloved friend Dr. Richard Bathurst, Mr.
Hawkesworth, afterwards well known by his writings,
Mr. John Hawkins, an attorney, and a few others of
different professions.
The Dictionary', we may believe, afforded Johnson full
occupation this year. As it approached to its conclu-
sion, he probably worked with redoubled vigour, as
seamen increase their eiertion and alacrity when they
have a near prospect of their haven.
Lord Chesterfield, to whom Johnson had paid the
high compliment of addressing to his Lordship the
Plan of his Dictionary^ had behaved to him in such,
a manner as to excite his contempt and indignation.
The world has been for many years amused with a,
story confidently told, and as confidently repeated with
additional circumstances, that a sudden disgust was
taken by Johnson upon occasion of his having been
one day kept long in waiting in his Lordship's ante-
chamber, for which the reason assigned was, that he
had company with him; and that at last, when the
door opened, out walked Colley Gibber; and that John-
son was so violently provoked when he found for
whom he had been so long excluded, that,he went away
in a passion, and never would return. I remember
having mentioned this story to George Lord Lyttelton,
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